[Condylar metastasis. Review of the literature and report of a case].
Metastases in the mandibular condyle are rare. A survey of the literature showed that only 23 of 69 selected cases qualified under the criteria of Meyer and Shklar. A 48-year-old white male suffering from a previously operated lung carcinoma was referred due to pain and discomfort in the left TMJ. A solitary condylar metastasis of the mandible was revealed. Because of diffuse tumorous infiltration into periarticular tissue, irradiation treatment was performed. During the long-term follow-up growth of additional skeletal metastases occurred. The course of condylar metastases in general is similar to other metastases involving the jaw. Breast cancer as the primary tumor is most frequent, followed by lung cancer. There are no specific clinical or radiological parameters leading to diagnosis. The clinician should take a potential metastasis into account when dealing with TMJ complaints, radiological oddities, and medical history of malignant tumors. For proper treatment planning, diagnosis should be based on histology. Since the diagnosis of metastasis is usually made at an advanced stage of disease, therapy will be mainly intended as palliative.